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PRIDC AND POISE

January 22, 2009

Dr, John D. Petersen
President -
831 Andy Holt Tower
University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN
37996-0180

Catherine S. Mizelk,Esq.
719 Andy Holt Tower
Knoxville, TN
37996-0170

Re: Lane Kiffin

Dear President Petersen and Ms. Mizell:

In January, 2007 the Oakland Raiders had just finished forty-seven years of
professional football. The team played in five Super Bowls with four separate coaches
and four separate quarterbacks. It is the only team in the history of the National Football
League to have played in Super Bowls in four decades. During those illustrious decades,
the team had the highest winning percentage in football, had many of the greatest players,
many of the greatest coaches, and played in some of the greatest games with some of the
greatest plays. In the past several years the team slipped during the leadership of several
coaches, including your new head coach, Lane Kiffin, and these coaches were terminated.

During the interview process Mr. Kiffin professed to know about the history and
tradition of the Raiders, espoused it and said that he believed in it. He also said he would
carry this forward with a high-powered offense, that he had great respect for the
defensive coaches and publicly stated that the Raiders had great players.

Yet, Mr. Kiffin’s proclamations that he believed these things could not have been
further from the truth. Mr. Kiffin was found to be someone who broke NFL rules and
made false statements that mislead the media, Raider fans, and the entire team.

Mr. Kiffin’s termination followed two written warnings and several verbal

admonitions that he was in breach of his contract and must comply with the terms of that
agreement and the NFL Constitution and By-Laws. Mr. Kiffin repeatedly failed to do so
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